
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

11AP Literary Terms/Devices 

Directions:  Please define the following literary terms/ devices 

GENERAL TERMS 

1. Ambiguity:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Assumption:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Pathos:__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Pathetic 

Fallacy:__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Realism:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Romanticism:_____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Sentimentality:___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Discursive 

structure:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Voice:___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNTAX 

1.  

Isocolon:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Anaphora:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Antimetabole:____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Chiasmus:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Apposition:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Loose and periodic 

sentences:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 

1.  Litotes 

(understatement):_________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Metonymy:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Synecdoche:_____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

FICTION 

Stream of 

consciousness:____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

PERSUASION: 

1. Premise:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Syllogism:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Deductive 

fallacies:_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Begging the 

question:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



5. Induction and 

truth:___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Non 

sequitur:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Ad 

hominem:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Appeal to false 

authority:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Fallacies of 

pathos:__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Appeal to 

tradition:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Bandwagon:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Introduction 

inquisitive:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Introduction 

paradoxical:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Introduction 

corrective:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Introduction 

prepatory:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Introduction 

narrative:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Statement of 

fact:____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

18. Refutation:_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

19. Appeal to 

reason:__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

20. Appeal to 

emotion:________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

21. Appeal to 

ethics:__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 


